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Editorial

Some of you may know that sadly we have lost another lovely villager with the passing of Pat Stuart
of Shropham Road. | am sure the whole village would join together in wishing Geoff and Debs and
the whole family our heartfelt condolences, thoughts and love.

Last month, January, saw us treated to another great night of entertainment by the players of the
Common Ground Theatre Company, with Father Brown and the Curse of the Christmas Fairy - a real
good night as always. If you have never seen them, it's well worth it.

We have had some rather cold nights of late and as we carry on through winter please keep an eye
on each other, check on neighbours that might need a helping hand; it’s living in a close-knit
community that makes a difference from living in a large community where folks don’t know each
other let alone dare say hello.

Keep your eyes and ears open, some winter treats are about from wintering visiting birds to early
emerging flowers like snowdrops; there’s always something to make the day special if we look and
listen.

Don’t forget to treat your loved one this Valentine’s Day, even if they don’t know it’s from you.

Hockham Church

Recent visitors to Hockham Church will have
spotted smart new signs at the gate and beside the
gravel path and the PCC wishes to extend grateful

The Hockham book club met for their first meeting of

thanks to Harry Stebbing for donating his time and
skills to create them. We hope you will agree that
the welcome signs enhance the church approach.
Also, by the time you read this the annual carpet of
snowdrops will be emerging on the south side of
the churchyard.

Why not take a walk and check them out!

Bev Plummer

2025 on a very frosty evening but the Eagle was
warm and welcoming with the wood burner blazing.
The members of the club brought books to share for
our first book of the year and there was much
discussion about the books we love. Normal service
will resume on February 4th with our first offering
from our reading list. All welcome at 7.30pm in the
Eagle.

Tina Campbell



The Wayland Group of Parishes
Breckles, Caston, Great Hockham, Griston, Stow Bedon and Thompson
In the Church of England Diocese of Norwich

Worship in February 2025

Sunday 2nd February
10.30am United Holy Communion
St Martin’s, Thompson

Sunday 9th February
10.30am United Holy Communion
St. Margaret’s, Breckles

Sunday 16th February
10.30am United Holy Communion
Holy Cross, Caston

Sunday 23rd February
10.30am United Holy Communion
Holy Trinity, Gt Hockham

Sunday 2nd March
10.30am United Holy Communion
St Peter & St Paul, Griston

“Love or Justice?”......

One sunny afternoon a couple
of years ago, I went for a walk
around our local mere with my
daughter and my 3-year-old

| mixed-race granddaughter. We
met several people, all of whom
seemed friendly and happy to
chat, albeit from a distance! “Aren’t people
friendly?” I said to my daughter. “That’s because
you look like them, Mum”, she replied. Her
comment left me questioning: “will these people
be as friendly and accepting of our little one as
she grows up, based upon no information other
than the colour of her skin?” How welcoming are
we to those who identify as being of global
majority heritage?

Racial Justice Sunday takes place annually on the
second Sunday in February. While it falls on 9t
February this year, it has, in previous years,
coincided with St Valentines day. On those
occasions, I have noticed that some colleagues
have been left with a dilemma about what they
should preach on. Should they use the tradition of
red roses, poems, greeting cards and date nights to

preach about love, in a nod to St Valentine, or
should they focus on transforming the unjust
structures of society to address the need for racial
justice?

Some might say to me “Well, we could focus on
Racial Justice, but, seeing as it’s Valentine’s Day,
we’d better focus on love”.

I would describe myself as someone who seeks to
end discrimination of any kind, and would argue
that any question of choice between love and
Justice can’t be made because the two are not
mutually exclusive. God created love and God
created a diverse people. Then “God saw all that
he had made, and it was very good” (Gen. 1:31).
I believe that real, God-inspired justice always
consists of mercy, compassion and, most of all,
love. Therefore, justice and love are two sides of
the same coin.

For me, justice is also love in action, because if
we really love someone, we want to ensure that
they are free, equal, and treated with respect and
dignity. In short, we want to ensure they have all
that we have, which is synonymous with “loving
your neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 22:39).

I pray that each of us will value and celebrate
diversity. The mission of the Church is the
mission of Christ, and I pray that we would
respond to human need by loving service,
transforming the unjust structures of society,
doing as much as we can to enable peace and
reconciliation.

Paul writes in his letter to the Galatians 3:28:
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave
nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are
all one in Christ Jesus™.

With love and prayers, Vanessa.

Reverend Vanessa is the rector for the Wayland
benefice of Breckles, Caston, Great Hockham,
Griston, Thompson, and Stow Bedon. You can
contact her on 07984 318885 or by email at
vanessadlayfield@ gmail.com




THE
EAGLE

Harling Rd, Great Hockham, Thetford IP24 1INP
01953 498893

February Dates for your Diary:

4™ February
Book Club 7.30pm

5% February
Bingo 8pm start
Please try and arrive by 7.45pm

12" February
Quiz 8pm start
Call ahead for a table

15 February
Cheese and Wine Night
(Pre-book)

19'™ February
Bingo 8pm start
Please try and arrive by 7.45pm

20™ February
Fish and Chips 5-8.30pm

215, 22" 23" February
ANNUAL PIE WEEKEND
(EARLY BOOKING ADVISED)

26 February
Quiz 8pm start
Call ahead for a table

Every Tuesday we have started a Ladies Darts
team practice, if you would like to join everyone
is welcome, whether you’re a total novice or a
seasoned pro. 7 for 7:30pm start. 18+

Opening Hours

Monday — Thursday 12-2.30pm/6-11pm
Friday — Saturday 12-11pm
Sunday 12-10.30pm

Food Available

Monday: 5-8pm Takeaway
{(Eat in available)

Fish and Chip Fryday: 12-8.30pm
(Takeaway and eat in)
Saturday: Food available 12-8.30pm
Sunday: Food available 12-3pm

December Rainfall

December 2024 38.1 mm
December 2023 83.5mm
Highest Dec since 1979 2017 115.1 mm
Lowest Dec since 1979 2010 55 mm
Year 2024 726.7 mm
Year 2023 879.6 mm
Highest Year since 1979 2020 907.6mm
Lowest Year since 1979 1991 440.8mm
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Mobile Library Service

CHESTNUT SQUARE
SCOTGATE CLOSE

10:55-11:10
11:15-11:35

Date of forthcoming visits (Thursdays):

27 Feb / 27 March / 24 April / 22 May / 19 June /
17 July / 14 Aug / 11 Sept / 9 Oct / 6 Nov

Defibrillator

The defibrillator is located in the telephone box by
the Village Green.

Press the button to the right of the unit to connect

to the emergency services who will give the code to
unlock the cabinet.




Village Hall Bookings February 2025

Regular Bookings

Monday Reserved for

Parish Council Evening
Tuesday Carpet Bowls Evening
Wednesday Yoga 6.00-7.30pm
Thursday  Taekwondo 6.00-8.00pm
February 2025
Sat 1%t Sound Bath 3pm
Sat 8t Private booking
Tues 11™"  Exploring Drawing  10am-1pm
Wed 12" Gardening Club PM

Sat 15t Coffee, Cake, Chat

Tues 25"  Exploring Drawing  10am-1pm
March 2025
Sat 1% Sound Bath 3pm

For Yoga information ring June on 07766 108075

For Taekwondo contact Dave Robb 01953 882848
or 07710 666133

For Sound Bath contact Tracey Mathison 07748
213397

For Hall bookings contact Chris Garrod 07770
710307 or e-mail chris@oaklands4.co.uk.
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From charcoal to collage

Join award winning artist
Melodie Cook for

twice monthly workshops

Great Hockham Village Hall, Harling Road, IP24 INT
Tuesday Workshops Feb.11th & 25th
10am-1pm
£18 per session. All materials supplied
Call melodie on 07531 875713
Email: melcookartist@icioud.com

instagram @explotingdrawing
Facebook Melodie Cook Artist

School Birthdays

e
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“Happy Birthday” to Fox, Eleanor, Matilda,
Willow, Jasmine, Emily, Eden, Thomas and
Jack.

& Great Hockha Garded ;

Wednesday 12™ February
Lindsey Bilston
How to help bats in your garden

Membership fees are £10 per annum

Indoor meetings are held in the Edinburgh
Hall, Harling Road, Great Hockham, IP24
INT on the second Wednesday of the
month

Doors open 1.30 pm / Speakers start
at 2 pm

Indoor meetings free to members / £3 to
visitors
Outdoor visits are subsidised by the club
but members may have to pay a small
contribution for some visits

Secretary: Rosemary Martin 07563
505020

secretaryghgc@gmail.com

Website:
greathockhamgardeningclub.org.uk




Great Hockham Primary School and
Nursery

The children have had a brilliant start to 2025, with
great attitudes to learning and really
concentrating on their work, to produce the best
that they are capable of.

All classes have been focusing on producing
brilliant writing this term. The children are thinking
really carefully about the vocabulary they use and
the effect it will have on the reader. They have also
been working hard on improving their letter
formation and their presentation in books. We are
really impressed at the progress they are making
and the children are really proud of what they are
achieving. Keep up the great work!

We are celebrating Children’s Mental Health week
this February as it is so important for children to
have positive wellbeing and know what to do if
they are feeling low. Within this week we are
planning a special whole school wellbeing
enrichment day. The children will focus on being
active through taking part in some yoga activities
and learning dance moves, they will think about
healthy eating and create some fruit or vegetable
kebabs and think about their own interests;
creating some art work all about themselves.

As the theme this year is: Know yourself, Grow
yourself, we will also be making a display in our
school library where every child will create a
flower out of paper to represent themselves and
planting their own Sweet Peas. It is a brilliant
opportunity for our children to think about their
emotions and feelings, and what they can do to
look after themselves and support their own
positive welibeing.

Lisa Hazard

Headteacher

This month... C 9

Coffee

Chris Garrod C k e

will talk about | a
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Vi Yummy Bakes
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g 15 February
Fancy baking Village Hall
some cakes or 10.30am to 12 noon

anything else?
Contact Tania on
07774 842388

to find out how
you can help

G‘ Need 2 lift? Bev Plummer is happy to organise.
(&) @ Call her on 07741 270204 or 01953 498243

The Coffee, Cake and Chat team are always
looking for ideas for future meetings.
Perhaps you'd like something different to
eat? You may have an idea for a future
activity or speaker? So if anyone has any
ideas, please do speak to one of us at the
meetings, or call Ruth on 07711 881603.

Church Mice arriving in the Wayland Group!
Keep these dates free and join us for a fantastic weekend of fun:
54 6t & 7% September 2025

Actively seeking knitters to
participate in the creation

For more details, contact:
loisgill@btinternet.com
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Great Hockham Carpet Bowls

The Carpet Bowls Club meets every Tuesday
evening at 7pm - 9pm in the Village Hall either for
matches in the Spring and Autumn and / or for
practice games between ourselves.

For more information - Tel 07737 046121
Robin

Norfolk Wildlife Trust
Breckland Local Group

It was good to have such a big turn-out for NWT
CEO Eliot Lyne's talk on 8th January. Especially as
it was a very cold evening.

Eliot talked on NWT's Vision for the Future of
Norfolk's wildlife and how the trust will be building
on education and inclusivity, as he said you have
to learn to love nature to want to help it. They are
having a lot of success in the communities around
Sweet Briar Marshes and hope to do similar work
in our area, including Wayland Wood.

Personally | think it would be great to get more
understanding of just what this lovely ancient
wood has to offer and why we must conserve and
protect it.

Our talk on 12th February follows our brief AGM
and is James Symonds giving an update on the
work of the NWT Brecks team's work last year.,

On 12th March James returns with a talk on
Lichens. As Eliot said James is a walking
encyclopaedia and his enthusiasm and passion is
amazing.

Both talks are at The Methodist Centre, High
Street, Watton, IP25 6AB. They start at 7.30pm
with the AGM being about 7.15pm. Cost is £2
members, £3 non-members.

Fiona Roat

Please use the village bottle bank

ny

Do you play cards?
Would you like to?

We have a whist drive in the village. We play
on the last Wednesday of each month in the
Eagle pub, from 1pm till 3pm, and we are
looking for new players.

If you play whist, or would like to learn how
to, come along and have a go - we are not
experts, but we're a friendly bunch.

It costs £1 to play, and we have a raffle,
also £1. We have tea/coffee at half time,
kindly provided by Aaron (the Landlord).

Now the really exciting partl The winner
gets most of the takings and the loser gets
50p!

Come along and join us!

Grand Second-hand Book Sale
Thompson Community Hall

Our first sale of 2025 is on March 29t 10am —4pm.
It will have a spring theme to include Easter and
gardening. Hundreds of books for sale, fiction and
non-fiction. Apart from some select premium
books no book is more than £1. Chocolate
tombola. Cake sales. Refreshments, including our
famous cheese scones and home-made cakes.
Gardening items and plants

For our sale on July 12 we are offering an
opportunity for people to have outdoor stalls. We
do not have the space inside. Stalls are £10 a pitch.
You must bring your own gazebo if you require one
and your own tables and chairs. The theme is
recycle and repurpose so we will not be accepting
bookings for items made from new materials. [f
you make items from recycled materials, promote
repurposing and recycling or wish to hold an
activity using pre-loved materials that would be
ideal. No food or books to he sold. For more
information and a booking form contact
info@thompsoncommunityhall.co.uk.




Dear Reader

If you know of somebody who has recently moved
to the village who may like to receive a paper copy
of In-Touch, please ask them to email us or contact
any committee member (details on last advert
page).

Thank you.

Quick Quiz
1 What is the national flower of Wales?
2 What is the longest river in the world?

3 In which country will you find the Spanish
Steps?

4 In what year was the Great Fire of London?

5 What are the five colours of the Olympic
rings?

6 What year was the first ever FIFA
World Cup?

7 Which actress had the starring role in the
1990s film The Bodyguard?

8 What star sign would you be if you were
born on 1% January?

9 In which country will you find the River
Liffey?

10 In what year was Facebook launched?
11 Where will you find the Blue Lagoon?

12 In which part of London will you find
Harrods?

13 What is the capital city of India?
14 How many dots are there on a dice?

15 Which chess piece can only move one
square in any direction?

16 What cocktail is made with white rum,
coconut cream and pineapple juice?

17 What is the national flower of Japan?

18 What is the name of the cowboy in Toy
Story?

Solution in next month’s issue.

Q0

OCCBO

Qualified & Insured Dog Groomer

Dotty Dogs Grooming Salon

Canine 1% Aid Trained

Becky Watton Rd, Larling
07917 570813 NR16 2RA
01953 498223

dottydogslarling@outlook.com
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Approved
Garage

Honest Servicing
with FREE local
collection & delivery
from £129!

Simple, easy and fransparent fixed price
Servicing. now with FREE local collection and
detivery to save you from the winter cold!

= Local collection and delivery .,
from the comfort of your :
own home
w Courtesy vehicle wash i
= Free video heaith checks —
¥+ Courtesy cars & vans
- interest free payment
plans to spread the cost
of your repairs
v Sefvice plans. offers
and much more

(%) #rash motars Nerwich Road
Watton Nodfolk W2k SHW
T frasheviten couk

SR Caller WhatsApp 3t
1963 FUr2IF

“ : Property Development
== D Property Maintenance
Waddingham
Developments Ltd

Landscaping/Gardening
and more

Jonathen Waddingham
07532 754306
waddnghamdevelopmentsitd@gmai.com

The content of the articles in In-Touch is the responsibility of the
named contributors, not the Newsletter Committee. Anonymous
items will not be accepted.




Great Hockham Events 2025

More events may be added as the year
progresses!

Annual Car Boot and Farmers Market -
Sunday 4" May
Hornfair - Sunday 25" May

(Anyone wanting a stall for the Hornfair please contact Vicky Sercombe on 07900
676389)

Summer Show - Sunday 24" August

Fireworks - Saturday 8" November

Please look out for specific details of events nearer the time which can be found in the “In -

Touch’, on Facebook, Village notice boards and on the website: www.greathockham.org

Money raised at these events is in support of the playing field and equipment.

YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU!

We are looking for volunteers to help with various events throughout the year —
could you help with putting up marquees, baking, manning stalls, marshalling at
events or anything else that would be helpful. We appreciate you might not be

available for all events, but any and all help is very much welcomed.

If you can help, please message or call Aimie on 07930 158911



Present; Councillors; Bennett (Chair) Lambert, Lloyd, Thomas Loft, Leech and Wiltshire,
the clerk C Garrod, plus 5 members of the public.

1) Apologies for absence; Councillor Cowen

2) Declarations of interest, Councillor Lambert as landlord and owner of the Eagle,
Councillor leech as a farmer at Little Hockham, Councillors Bennett and Loft as
allotment holders.

3) Requests for dispensation. None

4) Minutes from 09/12/24. Unanimously approved.

5) Progress.

a) Wheelchair ramp. Purchased and used. It was agreed to remove some soil to
make the ramp steadier.

b} Info board. No further progress.

¢} Website. Councillor Wiltshire was investigating.

d) Drainage. NCC highways have investigated some drains. It was believed they
would camera survey the drain by the Eagle.

e) Bollards. NCC Highways would not install bollards.

6) The meeting was adjourned for public participation.

7) District and County Council reports. Councillor Cowen had sent a report that was
read out by the clerk. (Added in full to minutes)

8) Highways and Road Safety (Cllr Thomas}. The sign on the Watton Rd had been
fixed. The condition of Parliament Lane would be reported. Some overgrown hedges
would be investigated opposite side of the road to the village fields.

9) Planning Applications and Planning Issues. As a result of the NPPF changes, the
leader of Breckland council had issued a note to say that housing numbers needed
to increase by approx. 40%. Two planning appeals were in progress, Sunnyside and
Springfield.

10) Finances. There was £18238.15 in the bank. Approval was given for payments to the
clerk for salary of £186.96, village hall water for allotments of £109.68, Pearce and
Kemp for streetlight maintenance for £45.60 and to Serco for grass cutting at
£1497.98. The latter would need to be an electronic payment and councillor
Lambert and Leech agreed to progress the online authorisation.

11) Allotments (Cllr Bennett). One half had been re let on Harling Rd.

12) Footpaths and Rights of Way (Cllr Loft). The trod needed a new surface. NCC
highways would be contacted.

13) Playing Field. A meeting was due soon. The chair congratulated the Xmas tree team
for the lights this Xmas. It was agreed the PC would fund any new or replacement
lights. There was £16907.95 in the bank plus some cash in a float. The benches
were soon to be located. An independent inspection of play equipment had
highlighted no new issues, and all the old issues had been sorted.

14) In Touch. An in-depth letter had been received for the In Touch Committee. A
meeting would be convened between the two parties.

15) Community Car Scheme. No new drivers had been found yet. A notice would go on
the notice board.



16) Councillor Updates. Following the public participation, it was agreed to investigate
a footpath opposite North Farm. NCC would be contacted re land ownership. It was
asked if an update on the Harling Surgery Practice could be sought.

17) Correspondence. None other than that which had already been dealt with.

18) Next meeting Monday 10" Feb 2025



Microsoft certified
Bailiwick IT
PC or Mac running slow?
Got a virus? Need help?

Servers, laptops, PCs,
Tablets, Windows and Apple
Mac call

Joe Richards at
Bailiwick IT
01953 718421
07928 326008

help@bailiwickit.com

www.bailiwickit.com

Email: shanebloss@btinternet.com

PVCU Doors, Windows and Double Glazing Repairs |
New Instalfations and General Maintenance
Over 30 Years Experience

Friendly and Reliable

Based in Great Hockham

Call Shane on 07508 941086 |

Eamonn Harte

Painter & Decorator

Clean & reliable

Over 40 years’
experience

Free quotations

07768872934

HOUGHTON HOME REPAIRS

HANDYMAN

& SMALL WORKS BUILDER

Professional Painting & Decorating service,
Traditional Lime / modern Plastering &
Plasterboarding, Bathroom & kitchen Tiling,
4ist & 2nd fix Carpentry works ;, kitchen &
bathwoom fitting, Paving & patios, Small
Brickwork Projects, Fencing,
General home maintenance
& all small jobs in between

CHifT Houghton
Fully insured

07584179744
www.houghtonhomerepairs.co.uk

Need help around the house?
..... call the Cavalry!
Domestic cleaning
Ironing/laundry

Dog walking/feeding (home
service while at work or on
holiday)

Errands — any form of
shopping, collection or
delivery

Our fee structure is flexible to
suit your needs

Call Sally on
01953 488635
07900 894902

Household Cavalry Ltd
Slate Plantation Barn
Home Farm Lane,

Merton, IP25 6QS

Needing Help around the
House?

Odd jobs, painting,
decorating, carpentry,
general maintenance

Please call Paul Roberts
01953 498343
07389 811851

; Please note new mobile no

BACON’S
FIREWOOD ¥
KILN DRIED

LOGS

KINDLING

MOBILE: 07770 923780

TEL: 01953 852585 |
www.baconsfirewood.eo.uk

Company : Bacon's Firewood.
- Certificate No : WS561/00001. |

Simart Repairs

The Scuff Off team offer these
mobile smart repair services:

Bumper scuffs
Hydrodipping
Headlight polishing (£35/ pair)
Minor dents
Panel scratches
Alloy wheel refurbishment
Texture repairs
Body machine polishing
End of lease repairs

Call Mike for a free estimate:
07807028080

Scuffoff@hotmail.com

Find us on Facebook.

We come to you!




Postage Stamps for Sale

We now have a supply of
the new barcoded stamps
at discounted rates
1% Class — Post Office
£1.65 — our price £1
2" Class — Post Office 85p
— our price 60p
Please contact Colin or
Alison on
01953 499968
whiteheadcwa@aol.com

Allan Brooks

Decorator
For all decorating needs
Quick, clean, professional
Internal & external
Wall covering specialists
Free quotations

Giveus acall—we do it
all!

07796 272013

R A Clarke
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Power sweeping & traditional
Smoke Test
CCTV Inspection
Bird Nest Removal

City & Guilds Accredited

Richard.anthonyclarke1972 @yahoo.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
PLEASE CONTACT US ON
01953 498868 OR EMAIL
INTOUCHNEWSLETTER@
YAHOO.COM

07789 718188

15 Ol Market Street | Thettord 1 1P24 260
_ 8 Teiephooe DLEL2 761333
emok

| Email therford@

24 Therford Road Brandon P27 08S
o Teiephone D182 811243
= Ewat brandon@®

R. A. Tree Services

All aspects of tree surgery
undertaken

Fully Insured

Free Quotations

No job too small or large

Tree and Hedge

reduction/removal

- Stump Grinding

For a friendly local service at

a competitive price contact:
Richard Armes

Woodlands, Larling

Mob: 07551525316

Email:
richardarmes@yahoo.com




Phil & Co DIRK MEHLHORN

Servicing all your needs GENERAL HANDYMAN

Housing/garden Bespoke:

maintenance & s Wood Stafes

improvements

e Summerhouses
Paddock maintenance

e Garden Sheds
Digger work
07798 564717

p.cook0987 @btinternet.com

and

Fencing Repairs and Garden
Work

Over thirty years of

Howson Electrical

Need an electrician?
General and electrical
CCTV systems
intruder alarms
Oil tank security
Contact Peter on
01953 498734
07780 498340

Peter-howson®@live.co.uk

experience in design, repair
and construction works

e ) 07922 533 292
Car, commercial, industrial

and agricultural tyre dmehlho@gmail.com
service

We come to you ....
home or work Claytons Heating & |

Ring for a quote Plumbing
Tel: 07825 253040
chris@talbottyres.co.uk GAS, OIL&LPG
Servicing, Repair &
Installation. .
) Landlord Safety Certs.
All types of general plumbing.

R\X/R Honest. Friendly. Local. Reliable.

Based in Great Hockham
Walpole GAS SAFE & OFTEC Registered.

Roofing Call Matt on 07890 130 079

Rich

* New Roofs
One Off Self builds to complete sites.

» Re-Roofing from:
Complete strip and Re-tiling to Roof repairs.

* lead Work.
* Moss Removal.

Fully Insured
Tel: 07747784742

Breckland Brush
Chimney Sweep

est.2010

All appliances swept
sweep@brecklandbrush.co.uk

01953 881579/ 47966 298777

Qualified Experienced Professional

Contributions to In-Touch by the 22" of the month: intouchnewsletter@yahoo.com

Geoff Stuart 498653 Christine Rogers 498492 Angela and lan Knott 498868 Robin and Tracy Guppy 497085




